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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 6, 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as being anticipated by Tang et al (US 
Patent No. 6,160,629). 

As to claim 6, Tang teaches a method for printing a confidential document in a printer 
comprising: 

reading print type information received through a communication interface (42 in fig. 3) 
together with a print data file (col. 4, lines 2-4) and determining whether a user set the print type 
information to be either general printing or confidential printing with respect to the document file 
to be printed (col. 7, lines 46-49 and 54-55); 

requesting a user to input a secret code when the print type information is set to be 
confidential printing (col 7, lines 29-40); and 

printing an image corresponding to the print data to paper when the secret code input by 
the user is the same as the secret code set in the print type information (col. 7, lines 46-49 and 
54-55). 
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As to claim 8, Tang teaches a method for printing a confidential document in an image 
printing system including a computer and a printer connected to the computer by a 
communication interface comprising: 

requesting a user to select either general printing or confidential printing of setting a 
secret code with respect to a document file to be printed on a print type selection menu screen 
using an input device when there is a print request command through the input device of the 
computer (fig. 4E and col. 7, lines 36-38); 

transferring information, on the selected print type and a print data file obtained by 
converting the document file into a language for the printer, to the printer; and reading 
information on the print type transferred to the printer together with the print data file (col 7, 
lines 46-50) and requesting the user to input a secret code with respect to a confidential print data 
file selected to be printed and received (col. 7, lines 29-30 and 54-57); 

determining whether the input secret code is the same as the secret code previously set in 
the print set information; and performing the printing of the received print data file when it is 
determined that the input secret code is the same as the secret code (col. 7, lines 46-49 and 54- 
55). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1, 3-5, 7, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tang et al. (US Patent No. 6, 1 60,629) in combination with Orr et al. (US Patent No. 4,768,767). 

As to claim 1, Tang teaches a printer (10 in fig. 3) comprising: 

a controller (22 in fig. 3) for reading print type information sent through a 
communication interface (42 in fig. 3) together with print data (col. 4, lines 2-4) and determining 
whether a user selected a confidential print mode or a general print mode, and for performing, 
when the confidential print mode is selected, the printing of a confidential print data file received 
when a code that is the same as a secret code set in the received print type information is input 
through the input unit (col. 7, lines 46-49 and 54-55); and 

an engine (20 in fig. 3) controlled by the printer controller for printing an image 
corresponding to the print data to paper. 

However, Tang does not teach the printer controller controls the sound output device to 
sound the alarm when confidential print data to be printed is received. 

Orr teaches the collator electronics checks if an END of JOB message was received, then 
will signal the printer with a status message (end of job) and turn on an alarm buzzer (col. 10, 
lines 21-25). Therefore, It would have been obvious to modify the controller of Tang for reading 
the confidential data from the received print job and controlling the alarm buzzer for notice. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the printer of Tang in order to have an alarm unit for sounding, as 
taught by Orr, when the received print data is the confidential print data. The suggestion for 
modifying the printer of Tang can be reasoned by one of ordinary skill in the art as set forth 
above by Orr because the modified printer of Tang would be desirable when its printer controller 
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has a function for informing the user a message through the buzzer if the confidential print data 
is received. Therefore, any of the walkup users would easily know the confidential print jobs 
those are received by the shared printer in the network. 

As to claim 3, Tang and Orr disclose every feature in claim 1, and Tang further teaches 
when received print data to be printed is the confidential print data, the printer controller displays 
a message through a display device (fig. 7) that the received print data is a confidential document 
(please see fig. 7 and col 54-59). 

As to claim 4, Tang discloses an image printing system, comprising: 

a computer (12 in fig. 2) having a printer driver (18 in fig. 2) for providing a print type 
menu on the screen of a display device (fig. 4) so that a user can select either general printing 
(i.e., off object in fig. 4A) or confidential printing (i.e., Private-job object in fig. 4E) with respect 
to a document file to be printed and outputting the selected print type information and a print 
data file obtained by converting the document file into a language for a printer (col. 4, lines 2-4) 
through a communication interface (14 in fig. 2); and 

a printer (10 in fig. 3) for reading print type information transferred together with print 
data through the communication interface and performing printing of a confidential print data 
file to be printed and received when a code input through an input device is the same as a secret 
code set in received print type information (please see fig. 7 and col. 7, lines 46-55). 

However, Tang does not teach the printer controller controls the sound output device to 
sound the alarm when confidential print data to be printed is received. 

Orr teaches the collator electronics checks if an END of JOB message was received, then 
will signal the printer with a status message (end of job) and turn on an alarm buzzer (col 10, 
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lines 21-25). Therefore, It would have been obvious to modify the controller of Tang for reading 
the confidential data from the received print job and controlling the alarm buzzer for notice. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the printer of Tang in order to have an alarm unit for sounding, as 
taught by Orr, when the received print data is the confidential print data. The suggestion for 
modifying the printer of Tang can be reasoned by one of ordinary skill in the art as set forth 
above by Orr because the modified printer of Tang would be desirable when its printer controller 
has a function for informing the user a message through the buzzer if the confidential print data 
is received. Therefore, any of the walkup users would easily know the confidential print jobs 
those are received by the shared printer in the network. 

As to claim 5, Tang and Orr disclose every feature discussed in claim 4, and Tang further 
teaches the communication interface (42 in fig. 2) is a network for relaying the switching of 
information between a plurality of computers and at least one printer (10 in fig. 2). 

As to claim 7, Tang teaches every feature in claim 6. 

However, Tang does not teach of sounding an alarm for informing this fact to the user 
when the received print type information is set to be confidential printing. 

Orr teaches the collator electronics checks if an END of JOB message was received, then 
will signal the printer with a status message (end of job) and turn on an alarm buzzer (col. 10, 
lines 21-25). Therefore, It would have been obvious to modify the controller of Tang for reading 
the confidential data from the received print job and controlling the alarm buzzer for notice. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the printer of Tang in order to have an alarm unit for sounding, as 
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taught by Orr, when the received print data is the confidential print data. The suggestion for 
modifying the printer of Tang can be reasoned by one of ordinary skill in the art as set forth 
above by Orr because the modified printer of Tang would be desirable when its printer controller 
has a function for informing the user a message through the buzzer if the confidential print data 
is received. Therefore, any of the walkup users would easily know the confidential print jobs 
those are received by the shared printer in the network. 

As to claim 9, Tang teaches every feature in claim 8. 

However, Tang does not teach of sounding an alarm for informing this fact to the user 
when the received print type information is set to be confidential printing. 

Orr teaches the collator electronics checks if an END of JOB message was received, then 
will signal the printer with a status message (end of job) and turn on an alarm buzzer (col 10, 
lines 21-25). Therefore, It would have been obvious to modify the controller of Tang for reading 
the confidential data from the received print job and controlling the alarm buzzer for notice. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the printer of Tang in order to have an alarm unit for sounding, as 
taught by Orr, when the received print data is the confidential print data. The suggestion for 
modifying the printer of Tang can be reasoned by one of ordinary skill in the art as set forth 
above by Orr because the modified printer of Tang would be desirable when its printer controller 
has a function for informing the user a message through the buzzer if the confidential print data 
is received. Therefore, any of the walkup users would easily know the confidential print jobs 
those are received by the shared printer in the network. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see page 8, filed 1/22/04, with respect to the rejection of claims 
2,7, 9 under 103 rejection have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection of claims 1, 3-5, 7, and 9 has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Orr et al. This action is made non-final. 

Applicant argued to claims 6 and 8, in page 7 that " Tang does not teach of requesting a 
user to input a secret code when the print type information is set to be confidential printing " In 
reply, Tang clearly teaches of requesting a user to input a secret code when the print type 
information is set to be confidential printing (col. 7, lines 29-40). If the control panel does not 
request a user to input a secret code how can the printer know to print the confidential print job? 



Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas Q. Tran whose telephone number is (703) 305-4857 or 
E-mail address is Douglas.tran@uspto.gov. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 



Douglas Q. Tran 
Apr. 03, 2004 




